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Cavallo 2 .In the light of the sudden spat between Isis and “moderate” anti-Isis rebels over the fate
of its fighters and civilian prisoners in the northern Syrian town of Tal Abyad, which was captured in
November by Kurdish YPG-led forces, I have received many questions about the fate of the captives
captured by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). The SDF, which was formed in late 2014 as a
coalition of Kurdish and Arab rebel groups under the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG),
liberated almost all of northern Syria with little or no help from the US-led coalition, which has
provided air support to the SDF on occasions. The notion that there is an anti-Isis “moderate” armed
opposition is a myth that has been peddled by the US-led coalition since the earliest days of the
Syrian conflict, but the SDF has revealed that the bulk of the fighters it encounters in the vast
majority of areas it has liberated from Isis are in fact affiliated with Jabhat al-Nusra, al-Qaeda’s
branch in Syria. This, and not Isis per se, is the main threat to the country and it is this threat that
the Syrian Democratic Forces are fighting. After Tal Abyad, YPG-led forces captured the town of
Manbij from Isis late last month. The US-led coalition, which launched a campaign against Isis at the
same time that the SDF began its offensive against Manbij, has made no secret of its view that the
YPG should not retain the town because it has links to the PKK, the Kurdish separatist group in
Turkey. In an interview with the Guardian, SDF commander Omar Alloush said: “They want us to
hand over the town. We’ll never hand over the town. I will fight to defend the town of Manbij. If the
US-led coalition wants to be partners with the YPG, then it should have first asked us whether we
can keep the city, but it did not do that.” In a press conference, US general Joseph Dunford,
chairman of the joint chiefs of staff, made it clear that he expects the YPG to relinquish Manbij. “It is
the position of f988f36e3a
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