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(Reuters) - President Emmanuel Macron’s popularity has increased by five percentage points since
he decided to impose a fuel tax, according to an Ifop opinion poll for Europe 1 radio station on
Tuesday. FILE PHOTO: French President Emmanuel Macron attends a ceremony to mark the 70th
anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandie, northern France, June 6, 2019. REUTERS/Christian
Hartmann/File Photo Macron’s popularity remains low but he has been able to demonstrate that he
is strong enough to resist strong pressure from far-right and far-left groups in parliament to block
the rise in fuel taxes he proposed last month. In a survey carried out before the Senate voted on July
21 to give Macron the green light for a tax increase, the president’s support among those polled was
around 30%. That figure has now climbed to more than 35%, according to the poll by Ifop for Europe
1 radio, showing that he is gaining support at the expense of the hard left and far-right, as he had
hoped. According to the poll, of respondents to whom the president did not have the approval of a
majority of voters, 51% opposed the fuel tax, 45% said they were for it, and 4% said they did not
know. Macron’s popularity has grown at a time when France’s public finances are under pressure
because of the weak economic growth following his decision to change course and impose a 3% rise
in fuel taxes in June. The rise in the cost of living is expected to cost the government an extra 130
million euros ($149 million) in 2019, but Macron has said this would be made up for by higher taxes
on companies and wealthy individuals. Poll respondents believe the government will be able to cover
the costs by increasing other taxes and cutting public spending. Macron’s popularity had already
been in decline but a survey published by Elabe last month showed his popularity had slipped again
to 21%, a drop of 5 percentage points since November. f988f36e3a
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